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NOT MINE OR THINE 


But when ye pray, say our—not mine or thine: 
Our debts, our debtors and our daily bread! 
Before the thronged cathedral’s gracious shrine, 

Or in thy closet’s solitude instead, 
Whoe’er thou art, where’er thou liftest prayer, 
However humble or how great thou be, 
Say our, thy brother man including there. 

And more and more it may be thou shalt see eS rea, 
Upon life’s loom how thread to thread is bound; 
None for himself, but man and fellow man, 

Or far or near, meet on one common ground, 
Sons of one Father since the world began. 
So shall God’s kingdom come in might and power, 


When all can pray, not mine or thine, but our. 


—Frances Crosby Hamlet 
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Coming Events 


A calendar of the more important national 
meetings of church organizations, so far as 
known to the BULLETIN, is published monthly 
in this column. 


GENERAL CONFERENCE, UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 
Chambersburg; Pay <2 -see eee May 11, 1937 


NATIONAL CONVENTION OF THE EVANGELICAL WOMEN’S 
Unton, EvANGELICAL AND REFORMED CHURCH 


SPalcouis Mo. of... ies ees May 18-21, 1937 ~ 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY, PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN U. S. 
Montreat; N. C22. see ee May 20, 1937 


NorTHERN Baptist CONVENTION 
Philadelphia,, Paw... eee May 20-25, 1937 


CHuRCH CONFERENCE OF SociAL WorkK 
Tndianapolis, ind) ese ester es May 23-29, 1937 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY, UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
OakePark, Un ee May 26, 1937 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY, PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN U.S.A. 
Columbus) ‘Ohios4....2 ee May 27, 1937 


GENERAL Synop, REFORMED CHURCH IN AMERICA 
Asbury: Parks Nj22= June 3, 1937 


Wortp’s WomAN’s CHRISTIAN TEMPERANCE UNION 
Washington, D(C. June 3-8, 1937 


FreperaL Counci’s ExrecuTIvE COMMITTEE 
INew ‘York UNG Ve. 22 3 ee ee June 4, 1937 


Counci on “CHRISTIAN EVANGELISM FOR Our Day” 
East Northfield, Mass. ........s.---c-s++--- June 21-25, 1937 


Feperat Councit’s DEPARTMENT OF EVANGELISM 
East Northfield, Mass. -...........--......... June 22, 1937 


ALLIANCE OF REFORMED CHURCHES THROUGHOUT THE 
Wortp HorpiInc THE PRESBYTERIAN SYSTEM ° 


Montreal, Canada. 2 trc:-:-2- ea June 23-30, 1937 


ASSOCIATION OF EXECUTIVE SECRETARIES OF COUNCILS OF 
CHURCHES AND RELIGIous EpucaTion EMPLOYED 
Orricrers’ ASSOCIATION 


Lake Geneva, Wis. .............------c.-------- July 3-10, 1937 


INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR CONVENTION 
Grand: Rapids, Mich: =o == July 8-13, 1937 


Woritp CONFERENCE ON LIFE AND WorK 
Oxtord,:) Encland =e July 12-26, 1937 


NatTrionaL Councit oF FeprERATED CHURCH WOMEN 
Takes Genevaiy, WSs retececccnss sence. July 14-17, 1937 


Wortp CONFERENCE ON FAITH AND ORDER 
Edinburgh, Scotland ................... August 3-18, 1937 


SEVENTH Day Baptist GENERAL CONFERENCE 
Shilo Ney Jose eee ceee ee August 24-29, 1937 


New York STATE Counci or CuHurcHEs, AREA Con- 

VENTIONS 
Binghamton, Batavia, Utica, Potsdam, Poughkeepsie 
September 27-October 2, 1937 
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THE EDITORIAL OUTLOOK 


Toward a Unified Protestant Strategy 


The fact that church extension in our country 
has historically been denominational extensions 
has meant that until lately we had wholly un- 
coordinated programs and policies. Each de- 
nominational program was designed to serve 
some of the individuals of a community rather 
than a definite group. Even after a quarter of 
a century of advance in interdenominational 
outlook, the average Protestant church, as con- 
trasted with a Catholic church, thinks of a par- 
ish not as a geographical area but only as a par- 
ticular constituency selected out of that area. 
The Methodist Church has sought and secured 
its own following, the Baptist Church and the 
other churches likewise. The result is that there 
is no unified Protestant strategy conceived in 
terms of providing an adequate ministry to a 
defined area. 

This situation is one that is challenging the 
attention of the most thoughtful leaders in all 
denominations today. They recognize that, 
while separate denominational approaches may 
have been inevitable in the era of rapid exten- 
sion which planted churches in a vast new conti- 
nent, the continuation of uncodrdinated efforts 
under present-day conditions would mean un- 
forgivable inefficiency. 

The first essential for a unified Protestant 
strategy is a more widespread recognition that 
the unities of Protestantism are far greater than 
its differences. Protestants have been prone to 
emphasize the points at which they are sepa- 
rated from one another. They must now rec- 


ognize that, while there is ample room for the 
diversity that comes from freedom, they have a 
common heritage and a fundamental unity both 
of message and of task. Instead of talking in 
negative terms about the minor points at which 
they differ, they must be positively affirming (in 
the words of the Federal Council’s Constitution) 
their “essential oneness in Jesus Christ as Divine 
Lord and Savior.” 
A second condition of a unified Protestant 
strategy is the development of an inclusive in- 
terdenominational organization in each area, 
through which the underlying unity can be ef- 
fectively expressed. Happily the trend is now 
in this direction. As recently as a decade ago, 
separate councils of religious education, coun- 
cils of missions, interdenominational evangelistic 
committees and social service councils were 
competing with one another for interdenomina- 
tional support. The old divisiveness of Pro- 
testantism along denominational lines was being 
reproduced along functional lines. Interdenomi- 
national agencies which were appealing for co- 
operation in their own particular functions were 
not cooperating with other interdenominational 
agencies which had equally important functions. 
Today, fortunately, there is a growing rec- 
ognition that functional separateness among the 
interdenominational organizations may be a 
source of weakness to Protestantism no less than 
the old separateness of denominational struc- 
ture. It is a sign of promise that a movement 
for knitting up the several interdenominational 
agencies into a close working unity—and in sev- 
eral cases actual mergers—is now under way. 
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A New Basis for 
Industrial Cooperation 


The validation of the National Labor Rela- 
tions Act by the Supreme Court on April 12 may 
be expected to bring to a close the long struggle 
of organized labor for recognition and to open 
the way to a new era in employer-labor rela- 
tions. Justice Hughes, in announcing the de- 
cision, expressed the opinion of the majority of 
the Court that “the right of employes to self- 
organization and to select representatives of 
their own choosing for collective bargaining or 
other mutual protection without restraint or 
coercion by their employer is a fundamental 
right. Employes have as clear a right to organ- 
ize and select their representatives for lawful 
purposes as the respondent has to organize its 
business and select its own officers and agents. 
_ “Long ago we stated the reason for labor or- 
ganizations. We said that they were organized 
out of the necessities of the situation; that a 
single employe was helpless in dealing with an 
employer; that he was dependent ordinarily on 
his daily wage for the maintenance of himself 
and family; that if the employer refused to pay 
him the wages that he thought fair, he was 
nevertheless unable to leave the employ and re- 
sist arbitrary and unfair treatment; that union 
was essential to give laborers opportunity to 
deal on an equality with their employer.” 

It is pertinent to recall that the churches— 
Protestant, Roman Catholic, Jewish—have 
stood together over a period of two decades for 
the principle laid down in the majority opinion 
of the Court. The Social Ideals of the Churches, 
generally regarded as expressing the judgment 
of thoughtful Protestant students of the subject, 
declared clearly for the “right of employes and 
employers alike to organize for collective bar- 
gaining and social action.” 

The position taken by the Federal Council 
and the other church bodies was not meant to 
be partisan but rather an affirmation of a funda- 
mental human right and of social justice. The 
Council first took this position in 1908 and has 
never receded from it. It has held its ground 
against attacks and in the face of numerous 
cancellations of subscriptions. Probably the 
Council might easily have had twice its present 
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income had it not taken this stand. But the 
Council on a lesser budget has meant more to 
the churches and to the nation than it would 
have meant on a larger budget, if secured by a 
policy of moral timidity and silence. 

The FEDERAL CoUNCIL BULLETIN congratu- 
lates both labor and the employing group on 
the new stage at which industry has arrived. The 
full recognition of the new status of labor and a 
full assumption of social responsibility by both 
workers and employers should now make it pos- 
sible to avoid the class struggle in this country 
and to secure economic justice and advance by 
genuine cooperation. 


Conscription for Foreign Wars? 


The idea of America’s participating in a 
foreign war is becoming increasingly unpopular. 
Our experience in the World War, the dis- 
closures of the Munitions Investigation, and the 
general resentment of military imperialism, 
have contributed to a determination that Amer- 
ican youth shall not fight and die on foreign soil. 

It would be difficult, though not impossible, 
to “sell” America on a foreign war. But mobili- 
zation for a war of defense of our own territory 
would be quite another matter. Some who stand 
unreservedly against all war in principle would 
oppose it, but the country as a whole would re- 
spond promptly. Why, then, should military- 
minded groups be urging us to enact laws which 
would automatically draft man power and set 
aside democratic institutions and processes upon 
the declaration of any war? Such a law might 
be necessary if we are to impose mobilization on 
America in the case of a foreign war. It would 
not be necessary for a war in defense of our 
own soil. 

The Sheppard-Hill Bill, now before the Sen- 
ate, would automatically give the President dic- 
tatorial powers, upon the declaration of any 
war, to draft all men between 21 and 31 years 
of age, to reorganize agencies of government, to 
control “public service” by license. (Radio is 
regarded as a public service under the Federal 
Communications Act.) The door is opened to 
the conscription of labor. | 

The harmless title of the bill is “To prevent 
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profiteering in time of war and to equalize the 
burdens of war and thus provide for the national 
defense, and promote peace.” Section 9, which 
is claimed to prevent profiteering, declares ‘“‘that 
upon the declaration of war, and during the 
period of such emergency, there shall be im- 


posed a tax of 95 per centum of all income above - 


the previous three-year average, with proper ad- 
justments for capital expenditures for war pur- 
poses by existing or new industries.” Here are 
two serious flaws: (1) It permits a profit five 
per cent over and above the average for the pre- 
vious three years, which are usually boom years 
with profits high above the general average 
(e. g. 1914-1917 and the present armaments 
boom). (2) The “adjustments,” judging by the 
‘precedents of World War experience, are sub- 
ject to excessive expansion. 
In 1926 the Federal Council of the Churches 
of Christ in America went on record as affirming 
(1) “that any program of war-time conscription 
should be put into force only by Act of Congress 
with reference to a specific emergency”; and (2) 
“that whenever human life is subjected to con- 
scription, material resources should be con- 
scripted with equal thoroughness and vigor.” 
This action was reaffirmed in 1931 and again 
last month with the following statement specific- 
ally upon the currently pending measure: ‘“The 
Sheppard-Hill Bill does not, in our opinion, pro- 
vide for the conscription of material resources 
with the same thoroughness and vigor with 
\ which it provides for the conscription of human 
‘life. Furthermore, nothing in America’s present 
‘or prospective international situation seems to 
us to warrant such a drastic interference with 
our traditional democratic institutions and pro- 
cesses as would be permitted under this bill. For 
these reasons among others we consider the bill 


country.” 


Toward a Greater Catholicity 


One of the happy evidences of the wider 
Christian unity that is coming to be is the active 
))participation of the Eastern Orthodox Churches 
in the Universal Christian Council. In fact, 
Archbishop Germanos, Metropolitan of Thya- 


,)) teira, is one of the four chairmen of the inter- 
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national body under whose auspices the World 
Conference on Church, Community and State 
will be held at Oxford in July. The codperation 
of the Protestant bodies and the Eastern Ortho- 
dox in the Universal Christian Council since the 
Stockholm gathering of 1925 has served to bring 
about a deeper sense of fellowship between 
them and a recognition of the mutual advan- 
tages of codperation. 

Since the Federal Council’s Department of 
Relations with Churches Abroad is the American 
Section of the Universal Christian Council, the 
question naturally arises whether the Eastern 
Churches in the United States might not become 
members of the Federal Council. The answer is 
clearly that they are eligible to full membership 
in the Council and would be heartily welcomed. 

The service which was rendered to the Greek 
Church by Dr. W. W. Peet as a special repre- 
sentative of the Federal Council in the Near 
East for two years, following the evidence of 
American friendship manifested by Near East 
Relief, has furnished a happy background for a 
closer codperation between the Eastern Church- 
es in the United States and the Protestant 
bodies. Asa result of Dr. Peet’s work, the prin- 
ciple was definitely established that the one 
purpose of American Protestantism, as repre- 
sented in the Federal Council, in all relations 
with the Eastern Churches is to reinforce their 
efforts among their own people and to codp- 
erate with them in common tasks. 

This point of view was officially expressed by 
the Federal Council through its Administrative 
Committee in 1928, when it went on record as 
finding it wholly in order for Eastern Churches 
to enter into full membership in the Council on 
the same basis as the other ecclesiastical bodies. 
Certainly there is nothing in the Constitution 
of the Council which limits membership to any 
particular Christian group. 

The BULLETIN extends friendly greetings to 
the Eastern Churches in the United States— 
Greek, Russian, Serbian, Albanian, Bulgarian, 
Syrian, Roumanian, Assyrian and Armenian— 
and expresses the hope that the day may not be 
far distant when they will enter into the Council 
as a means of developing continuous fellowship 

and cooperation. 


Low i : : ; Of ——— 
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New Commission for the Study of Christian Unity 


Christian Unity,” under the auspices of The 

Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in 
America, was authorized at the April meeting of the 
Executive Committee. The plan is an outgrowth of the 
impetus given to interest in Christian unity by the 
National Preaching Mission, which made it clear that 
there is a much greater unity of faith, purpose and spirit 
than is finding expression through our present forms of 
ecclesiastical organization. The new commission is ex- 
pected to carry on a continuous study both of the con- 
ditions which create the demand for a new unity and 
also of specific proposals for securing a more unified or- 
ganization of American Protestantism. 

The objectives and methods of the Commission for the 
Study of Christian Unity, as officially defined by the 
Federal Council’s Executive Committee, are as follows: 

“The Commission would be expected to carry on a 
continuous educational program which would produce 
attitudes favorable to an advance in unity and readiness 
to give open-minded consideration to whatever plans seem 
most promising. Care would be taken to guard against 
creating the impression that unity would necessarily 
mean creating a highly centralized administration. 

“The appointment of the Commission would empha- 
size the fact that there is a real desire to move in the 
direction of some larger integration of our Protestant 
forces than now exists. Since it is obvious that there is 
as yet no general agreement as to the solution of the 
problem, the Commission’s primary method should be 
that of objective study and research. Any final decision 
would, of course, rest with the churches themselves, the 
Council’s function being strictly exploratory and ad- 
visory. 

“Such a program of study and education should include 
the following aspects: 

“(1) The conditions that create the demand for a 
greater unity than now exists: 

a. Overchurching in local areas 

b. Inefficient use of resources 

c. The meaninglessness of our divisions when 
transplanted to the mission fields where new 
churches are being created 

d. The lack of moral authority in a Church 
which appeals for unity in the world at large 
when it has such insufficient unity within 
itself 

e. The impetus which larger unity would give to 

a great spiritual advance—foregleams of 

which were seen in the National Preaching 

Mission. 

The development of codperation and federation 

as the beginnings of a greater unity: 

a. In local communities 

b. In states 

c. In the nation 

d. On an ecumenical scale. 

The local demand for unity: 

Community experiments such as federated and 
union churches and the larger parish plan. 

The securing of a large measure of unified ad- 

ministration: 


We creation of a “Commission for the Study of 


“(2) 


nA) 


(4) 


The possibility of delegating substantial responsi- 
bilities and functions to central agencies like 
the Federal Council and the Home Missions 
Council should be explored and a study made 
as to what specific functions now fulfilled by 
denominational agencies could be better dis- 
charged by an interdenominational body. 


“(5) Unions already achieved and current proposals 
for union of denominations not widely separated 
by differences in faith and order 
é. g., the reunion of Methodism, Lutheran unions, 
present consultations between the Evangelical 
Church and the United Brethren. 


Proposals for the reorganization of American 

Protestantism. 

Such a proposal as Stanley Jones’s for “The 
Church of Christ in America’ with denomina- 
tional branches should be analyzed and made 
the subject for widespread discussion. Other 
proposals, some of them looking to complete 
organic union, will also doubtless be in. the 
horizon and will call for similar study. 


Calling church members to consider prayerfully 
what is the will of God for the unity of the 
Church. 


“The primary method would be the continuous collec- 
tion, publication and popular dissemination of informa- 
tion and suggestion in the whole field. The Commission 
would become a central point where people could obtain 
information about every proposal and undertaking aimed 
to secure greater Christian unity—in the local community, 
in America, in other lands and in the world at large. 

“Emphasis would also be placed upon the production of 
educational materials, including the building of the new 
concern for unity into the curricula of religious education 
both for young people and for adults. 

“From time to time conferences would be held in local 
communities, bringing together men and women of diver- 
gent outlook as to the nature of the Church who desire to 
exchange views and to consider the basis on which an 
advance toward greater unity can be made.” 


iG) 


Ch) 


French Guest 


On April 6 Professor André Philip, who holds the Chair 
of Economics and Finance in the University of Lyons 
and who is a distinguished member of the French Gov- 
ernment, was a guest of the American Section of the 
Universal Christian Council and the Federal Council of 
Churches at a luncheon in New York. Professor Philip, 
who is well known in Christian circles, because of his 
active part in the work of the French Student Christian 
Federation, is now a member of the French Chamber of 
Deputies and of the Finance Committee for Public Works 
in the French Republic. 

The picture which Professor Philip gave of the situa-. 
tion in Europe was fairly hopeful. He felt that, as com- 
pared with six months ago, the prospect of war was much 
less grave. He gave an enthusiastic portrayal of the 
measures taken by the French Government in the interest _ 
of the laboring masses and social welfare generally. 
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Preparation for Oxford 


in the Oxford Conference on “Church, Com- 

munity and State,” July 12-26, and much pray- 
erful thought and study is being given to the great 
themes which will there engage the delegates. Something 
of the attitude with which it is hoped the work may be 
approached is indicated in a request which has been sent 
to all delegates. 


G*™ interest is manifest throughout the Church 


This reads in part as follows: 

“The Conference at Oxford will meet, if it is per- 
mitted to meet at all, in circumstances of exceptional 
gravity. Systems of thought and conduct fundamen- 
tally incompatible with the Christian understanding of 
man’s life and destiny have taken a powerful hold of 
the minds of men and command the allegiance and 
devotion of multitudes. Their adherents often mani- 
fest a devotion, discipline and self-sacrifice that are 
less clearly evident among Christians. Upon those 
who participate in a conference of the churches at 
such a time there rests a grave responsibility. Upon 
their understanding of the situation and its demands, 
upon the loyalty and courage of their response to God’s 
call, will depend the content and vigor of the lead 
which the Conference may give to the Church through- 
out the world in this hour of testing and conflict. 


SPIRITUAL PREPARATION 


“The seriousness of the situation demands a return 
to the central simplicities of the Christian faith. Do 
we in the depths of our being believe in God? In 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ? Ina 
God who is inexpressibly greater and more mysterious 
than our apprehensions of Him or than the little 
systems in which we have sought to comprehend Him? 


“Tf a reborn, living faith in God is the deepest need 
of the Church, may not the path by which we reach it 
be one of utter self-despair? Must not the present 
state of apostasy and frustration be accepted as a 
judgment of the Church calling for whole-hearted re- 
pentance and a complete conversion of the mind? If 
that be so, the first necessity of renewal may be an 
unpalatable awakening of our minds to the inadequacy 
of what the Church at present is, of what it is at- 
tempting to say to the world, of what it sees and un- 
derstands. 

“Tf we are to learn anew in living experience to have 
faith in God, must it not express itself in a reborn 
belief in men as men? The knowledge of God, we are 
taught in the New Testament, comes through love, and. 
the only way in which we can love God is to love Him 
in men. Is it not a necessary spiritual preparation for 
the Conference that we should learn a new respect for 
men and women, that we should grow in sensitiveness 
to human need, and that we should wage war more 


valiantly against all that injures, wastes or mutilates 
the bodies and the souls of men? 


INTELLECTUAL PREPARATION 


“Our greatest danger is an underestimate of the 
revolution that is needed in our existing ideas. A new 
sense of direction and of mission can be born only out 
of profound dissatisfaction with what we already have. 
Conscious how small is the portion of truth which 
each of us sees, and how limited also is the tradition 
in which each of us has been trained, and believing in 
a God who is God of the whole earth and who fulfills 
Himself in many ways, we need to set ourselves as 
members of the Body of Christ to learn from one an- 
other. Our first obligation is to listen—not only to 
those opinions and testimonies which accord with our 
own, but still more to those which we find most foreign 
and uncongenial. Only those are fitted to participate 
in an ecumenical gathering who are persuaded that 
knowledge of God’s truth is not the exclusive posses- 
sion of any group, party or tradition, but is imparted 
by Him in diverse ways and measures to the whole 
body which is His Church, and who are ready in 
humility to learn from one another. In the fellowship 
of the whole body, and through the mutual enrich- 
ment of its members we may learn that which in our 
separateness and isolation would remain forever hid- 
den from our eyes. 


PREPARATION FOR ACTION 


“Tn face of human needs which are desperate, and 
of conflicts of ultimate belief in which all that mat- 
ters most to mankind is at stake, no one who has the 
capacity to feel or understand can tolerate the thought 
of.a conference which exhausts itself in talk or is 
content to remain in the region of ideas. The only 
justification for holding the Conference is that it should 
lead to decision and issue in action. The action which 
is called for is action on a heroic scale. Its range and 
scope ought to be reckoned not by the possibilities of 
man but by the possibilities of God. 

“The limits of action by the Conference as a con- 
ference must quickly be reached. If there is to be 
effective action it must be action by the churches par- 
ticipating in the Conference. And this in turn implies 
decisions by those participating in the Conference to 
bring about action in the churches to which they be- 
long. The only way in which the Conference can issue in 
action is through personal decisions by the individuals 
who take part in its proceedings or who receive in- 
spiration from its deliberations. For such decisions we 
must prepare ourselves from the start. Life becomes 
real when God lays on us a commission and we re- 
spond to His call. If those who assemble at Oxford 
meet as a body of determined men and women reso- 
lutely set on hearing God’s command and on acting in 
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accordance with it, each in his or her sphere, there is no 
limit to the changes in human history which may 
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result from such an ecumenical gathering in the pres- 
ent grave state of the world.” 


Church Conference of Social Work 


HE eighth annual Church Conference of Social 

Work will be held in Indianapolis, Ind., May 

23-29, in conjunction with the National Con- 

ference of Social Work, which at that time will be bring- 

ing professional social workers to Indianapolis in great 

numbers from all parts of the country. The headquarters 

of the Church Conference are at the Spink Arms Hotel. 

The general theme of the Conference is Beat marge and 
Policy in Protestant Social Work.” 

At the annual dinner to be held on the evening of 
May 27, the program will center around the remarkable 
development in church social work and community rela- 
tions in Indianapolis, under the leadership of Rev. Linn 
A. Tripp, Social Service Director of the Church Federa- 
tion of Indianapolis. 

At a luncheon session on May 26, the discussion will 
center around the practical question, “Should local 
churches organize for relief in view of the situation of 
need over the country arising from government unload- 
ing?” At an interfaith luncheon on May 28, the subject 
will be “Church Social Action in a Period of Social 
Changes”, with addresses by Rabbi Brickner, of Cleve- 
land; James Myers, of the Federal Council, and a Cath- 
olic speaker to be announced. 

In connection with the afternoon sessions there will be 
reports of several surveys and studies of Protestant social 
and welfare work in various cities, including New York, 
Rochester, Detroit and Chicago. A theme of special 
interest will be “The Relation of the Churches to the 
Codperative Movement,” in connection with which pro- 
vision will be made for a visit to the headquarters of the 
Indiana codperatives. 

One session will be held jointly with the Child Welfare 
League of America, the Episcopal Social Work Confer- 
ence, and the American Home Economics Association, 
dealing with the theme, “Child Health Problems, Rural 
and Urban.” 

Another session, held jointly with the Council for the 
Clinical Training of Theological Students, will discuss 
“Supervised Field Training of a Socially Functioning 
' Ministry.” 

A committee on “Standards in Church Social Work,” 
under the chairmanship of President Robert L. Sawyier, 
Presbyterian College of Christian Education, Chicago, 
will make an important report. 

At the close of each afternoon a vesper service will be 
held which will be open to all members of the National 
Conference of Social Work. The purpose of these ves- 
pers is to create an atmosphere of worship in connection 
with the approach to the many complex social problems 
under consideration. 

The Chairman of the Conference is Rev. F. E. Reissig 


of Rochester. Rev. Worth M. Tippy, of the Federal 
Council, is Executive Chairman and Rev. L. Foster 
Wood, Secretary. All persons interested in the social 
work of the churches are invited to become members of 
the Church Conference of Social Work and to attend | 
the meetings in Indianapolis. The minimum membership 
fee is $1.00. Full information may be obtained from — 
the Secretary at 105 East 22nd St., New York. | 


Unabated Interest in Preaching Mission 


The impression that the high point of interest in the 
National Preaching Mission had been passed when the 
first series of twenty-eight missions was concluded last 
December has been proved wrong by what is happening 
in Denver and Minneapolis-St. Paul as the BULLETIN 
goes to press. 

In Minneapolis the attendance at the youth meeting 
exceeded all records in connection with the National 
Preaching Mission thus far, nearly 5,000 being present. 
Eight thousand people attended the mass meeting on the 
first evening of the Mission. Three hundred ministers 
came together for the first session of the ministers’ con- 
ference. A total of 73,000 persons attended the 130 
meetings held in Minneapolis and St. Paul. 

The Colorado Preaching Mission, held in Denver, at- 
tracted ministers from all over the state. Nearly half 
of the four hundred ministers of the Protestant denom- 
inations in the state came to Denver to share in the ad- 
vantages of the Mission. Following the Mission in Den- 
ver, April 15-18, fifteen one-day missions are being held 
in as many different cities under the auspices of the Colo- 
rado Committee, of which Honorable William E. Sweet 
is Chairman and Bishop Ralph S. Cushman Vice-Chair- 
man. Five groups of leaders assembled by the Colorado 
Committee will visit these fifteen centers. Throughout 
the state local parishes are invited to participate in an 
eight-day preaching mission from May 9 to 16. 

Preparations are now nearly completed for the series 
of missions to be held in additional cities during October 
and November of this year. 

Preliminary conferences are being held looking toward 
the holding of a National Mission to Colleges and Uni- 
versities in 1938, The nucleus of a committee, made up 
of representatives of the Council of Church Boards of 
Education, the Student Departments of the Young Men’s 
and Young Women’s Christian Associations, the Student 
Volunteer Movement and the Federal Council of 
Churches, has been appointed, under the chairmanship of 
President John A. Mackay of Princeton Theological Sem- 
inary. Representative leaders in the educational world 
are to be added to the membership of the Committee. 
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Central Bureau for Relief Presents its Case 


VER since it was instituted by the Federal Council 
EK, in 1922, the American Office of the Central 
Bureau for Relief, whose international headquar- 
ters are in Geneva under the direction of Dr. Adolf 
Keller, has been keeping the churches informed about 
the Protestant churches of Europe in those areas where 
they are under the cross of. poverty or political oppres- 
sion, or both. This year, when the churches of the 
world are to send representatives to Oxford to consider 
common problems, there is special importance in support- 
ing the program on behalf of those brethren who most 
need our sympathy and aid. 
The practical aid given by the Central Bureau falls 
under three main classifications: minority churches, refu- 
gees from Germany, Spanish war relief. 


EVANGELICAL MINORITIES 


While the Protestant minorities in Eastern Europe 
and the Balkan States are themselves weak, impoverished 
and browbeaten, they may yet be called on to take the 
place of that “mighty bulwark” of the evangelical faith 
that has broken down in Germany. To this end we must 
do our utmost to strengthen the hands of the pastors 
and workers on those forlorn frontier posts. The direst 
poverty still prevails in that large area which lies between 
Russia and the Baltic States and the countries which 
border on Europe’s western shores. The Swiss Commit- 
tee of the Central Bureau started a “Bundle Collection” 
a few years ago which is now supplying clothing, largely 
second-hand, to pastors and parishioners in those coun- 
tries where to buy a new suit indicates a plutocrat. In 
conjunction with the Bundle Collection, the American 
Office of the Central Bureau last year inaugurated the 
policy of compiling a list of “Forty Neediest Cases,” in- 
cluding pastors, parishes and institutions, so that the 
two modes of relief would supplement one another. 

As a further supplement to this relief action, aid is 
being sought for at least one training-school or seminary 
for pastors and church workers in each of the principal 
relief areas, the funds to be used for equipment, text- 
books, scholarships and soup-kitchens for the neediest 
students. Marked for special attention in 1937 are 
Greece, the Polish Ukraine and Austria. In each of these 
countries there has been a marked impulse toward the 
evangelical faith which gives hopeful promise for the 
future, even though the immediate present shows over- 
burdened pastors working gallantly against great odds. 


REFUGEES FROM GERMANY 


The increasing intensity of the “Kulturkampf” which 
is now being waged in Germany has resulted in a stream 
of refugees from Germany, many of them “non-Aryan” 
Christians, i. e., Christians with some degree of Jewish 
ancestry, whose condition is pitiful. Much suffering has 
already been relieved, or at least ameliorated, by the 


Central Bureau in Geneva and the American Committee 
for German Christian Refugees, with which the Ameri- 
can Office of the bureau is codperating. Further help 
is urgently needed and every bit that is forthcoming is 
not only a boon to the exiles themselves but also an en- 
couragement to those on the firing-line at home, who are 
strengthened by this evidence that the evangelical world 
has not forgotten them. 


SPAIN 


The American Friends Service Committee has sent an 
urgent plea to all Christian churches and welfare agencies 
to help its newly instituted Spanish Child Feeding Mis- 
sion to salvage the childhood of Spain from the wreckage 
of war. Upward of 200,000 children are already bereft 
of their natural protectors, some 30,000 in the Nationalist 
area, the rest in the territory of the Loyalists. Without 
relinquishing its special responsibility for the Spanish 
Protestants for whose children’s home at Escorial and 
scattered parishes throughout the country help is des- 
perately needed, the Central Bureau for Relief has 
pledged its cooperation to the Friends’ effort. Assurance 
has been received from both the contending parties that 
the convoys of the Child Feeding Mission will be con- 
sidered inviolate and will be permitted to pass freely 
through the military lines. 

The total estimated budget for 1937 of the American 
Office of the Central Bureau is $32,500, of which $5,000 
is set apart for Spain, $5,000 for the German refugees 
and the balance is to be divided among the Protestant 
minorities, with first emphasis on the “Forty Neediest 
Cases” now being compiled. 

A. H. Froenpt, Secretary. 


Religious Art at Paris Exposition 


A letter from Pasteur André Monod of the French 
Protestant Federation reports that, in connection with the 
International Exhibition in Paris this year an exhibit 
of religious art is to be presented. The Protestant forces 
are arranging for an exhibit to be held in the parish house 
of the American Church on the Quai d’Orsay, overlooking 
an important section of the International Exhibition and 
the banks of the Seine. The purpose of the exhibit is to 
reveal the vitality and beauty of Christian art as ex- 
pressed in Protestantism. 

American ministers are especially invited to codperate 
by sending photographs and pictures of churches built 
recently and also of the detail of paintings, carvings and 
windows. 

The exhibit is to open on June 15 and prompt action 
is therefore necessary. Any who are interested in send- 
ing materials to the exhibit may correspond with Dr. E. 
M. Conover, Director of the Interdenominational Bureau 
of Architecture, 105 East 2 
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A New Conscience on Housing 


A nation-wide program for concerted church action in 
arousing the public conscience to the need of slum clear- 
ance and the rehousing of low-income wage-earners is 
being developed by the Federal Council of Churches as 
the continuation of the movement which was launched 
in New York by the Conference on Housing, held in the 
Cathedral of St. John the Divine in March. Negotiations 
are now under way with the religious leaders in several 
other cities for conducting conferences in which Pro- 
testant, Roman Catholic and Jewish groups will be in- 
vited to participate. 

A statement officially adopted by the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Church Council as a platform for the new 
program emphasizes the connection between bad hous- 
ing and juvenile delinquency, crime, disease and low 
standards for childhood and family life. The declaration 
is as follows: 

“Both in the Social Ideals of the Churches and in 
many other similar statements, the churches of the Fed- 
eral Council are committed to the protection of child- 
hood and family life. Yet millions of people, because of 
their low income and the high rents in urban areas, are 
compelled to live in conditions in which the maintenance 
of wholesome family life is almost impossible. 

“Accumulated evidence of many social surveys and 
studies shows that bad housing is conducive to juvenile 
delinquency, crime and disease. It robs homes of the 
God-given rights to sunlight and fresh air, denies chil- 
dren adequate places for play, and creates an environ- 
ment tragically detrimental to the standards for child- 
hood and the family for which the churches stand. 

“The Executive Committee of the Federal Council of 
the Churches of Christ in America therefore appeals to 
church members generally to support all sound and. ef- 
fective measures for slum clearance and the rehousing 
of low-income wage-earners, and without passing judg- 
ment on any particular legislative proposals, approves the 


general principle of assistance by federal, state and local 
governments.” 


“The Issues at Oxford” 


The interest shown in the booklet, “The Issues at 
Oxford,” which was sent out as a Supplement to the 
April BULLETIN, and which has also been circulated in 
other ways, has been most gratifying. The original print- 
ing of 25,000 was almost immediately exhausted; a sec- 
ond printing of 10,000 is gone; and now the third printing 
of 20,000 is well depleted. The booklet provides a 
means whereby people all over the country, and not 
merely the delegates at Oxford, can study and express 
themselves on the pressing issues in the relations of 
Church, Community and State. 

The country-wide response has been far beyond ex- 
pectations. Requests for the booklet, or booklets re- 
turned with the questions answered, have already been 
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received from thirty-nine states. 


cussing these same questions in preparation for their par- 


ticipation in Oxford. The codperation of city councils | 
of churches and ministerial associations over the country — 
has been a marked feature of interest. Seventy-five such — 


organizations have sent in requests for copies of the 
booklet to distribute among their churches. 

The Committee on Social Service of the Northern Bap- 
tist Convention is sending out copies of the booklet to 
6,000 pastors. The Congregational-Christian Church is 
sending it to 2,000 pastors. The Bergen County Council 
of Churches is holding a “Little Oxford Conference” early 


in May. The National Council of the Y. M. C. A. is © 
sending out 1,300 copies of the booklet to its Secretaries. | 
Many theological seminaries are making these questions — 


the basis of discussion among their students. The Meth- 


odist Episcopal Church at Los Gatos, Calif., is sending out — 


copies of the booklet to leading members of the church 


Requests have come 
also from Canada, where our Canadian brethren are dis- | 


and community in preparation for a Sunday evening — 
forum discussion. Many churches are devoting midweek — 


services to a series of discussions on “The Issues at Ox- 
ford”. 

June first is the date set for the return of the booklets 
to the American Office of the Universal Christian Council, 
287 Fourth Avenue, New York, so that there may be time 
for study and compilation of the results before the Ox- 
ford Conference convenes. Copies of the booklet can be 
obtained without cost at the same address. 


The Churches and the “Peace Enrollment” 


Reports on the National Peace Enrollment of the 
Emergency Peace Campaign speak well for the work of 
the churches. The Director, in a general report not in- 
tended to flatter the churches, states: ‘The staunchest 
promoters have been ministers and women active in church 
groups, especially in women’s missionary societies. In 
one community a pastor started this work by enrolling 
all the other ministers, including the Catholic priest. In 
the city from which the largest number of cards were 
returned, the enrollment was sponsored by the Council 
of Churches’ World Friendship Committee. ... . The 
proportion of Methodists enrolling is noteworthy, 3,500 of 
the 16,000 signed cards turned in so far being of that 
denomination.” 

All who enroll agree “to take part in peace education 
and action directed toward the removal of the causes of 
war and the strengthening of pacific means of settling 
international controversies.” There is a further optional 
enrollment of conviction concerning participation in war 
whereby a person may indicate his disapproval of war 
except to repel an unprovoked armed invasion of conti- 
nental United States by a foreign foe, or his determina- 
tion “never to approve of or participate in any war.” 
Approximately one-third of those enrolling have checked 
the pacifist position, many of these being from the his- 
toric peace churches—Brethren, Quakers and Mennonites. 
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Yearbook Fills Unique Place 


The 1937 edition of the Yearbook of American 
Churches, edited by Rev. Herman C. Weber and pub- 
lished under the auspices of the Federal Council, is be- 
ing heartily welcomed as the one comprehensive reference 
book dealing with religious activities and organizations. 
The first section deals with “Statistics of Organized Re- 
ligion,” presenting tables of church membership for all 
American bodies and the figures of the United Steward- 
ship Council concerning the giving of the churches. Sec- 
tion II presents a picture of the world-wide organization 
of the major religious bodies such as the Baptist World 
Alliance, the Lutheran World Convention, the Ecumen- 
ical Methodist Conference, the Alliance of Reformed 
_ Churches Throughout the World Holding the Presby- 
terian System, and the International Congregational 
' Council. Section III includes a series of charts present- 
| ing the historical development of the major denominations 
| in America. Section IV gives a detailed report of the 
| organization, personnel, publications, educational institu- 
tions, etc., of all American denominations. Section V 
| is made up of reference lists including religious publica- 
tions, theological seminaries, colleges and universities 
connected with the churches, bishops of the various 
| bodies, etc. Section VI is a report and interpretation of 
the movements for Christian codperation and unity. 
Section VII is an interpretative record of the main de- 
velopments in the field of religious interest during the past 
| two years. Section VIII is an alphabetical list of a great 
number of specialized agencies in which members of the 
churches have an interest. 

The volume is available at $2.00 from the Federal 
Council, 105 East 22nd St., New York, or from the As- 
sociation Press, 347 Madison Avenue, New York. 


Roswell Barnes Full-Time Secretary 


Rev. Roswell P. Barnes, minister of the University 
Heights Presbyterian Church of New York, who for the 
past year has been serving the Federal Council’s Depart- 
ment of International Justice and Goodwill on a part- 
time basis while continuing his pastorate, is now to 
devote his full time to the work of the churches for 
world peace. His resignation from his pastorate took 
effect on May first. He had served the church with 
remarkable success during the last five years, following 
four years as assistant pastor of the Park Avenue Pres- 
byterian Church. Twice during his pastorate the Uni- 
versity Heights Church has received one of the distin- 
guished service awards given by the New York Presby- 
tery. 

As Associate Secretary of the Federal Council’s De- 
partment of International Justice and Goodwill Mr. 
Barnes is to give special attention to the preparation of 
educational material on international understanding and 
world peace for use in the churches of all denominations. 
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Chaplaincy Commission Organized 


The Commission on the Chaplaincy, the creation of 
which grew out of the report on the status of the chap- 
laincy in Army and Navy presented to the Biennial 
Meeting of the Council last December, has been organ- 
ized under the chairmanship of Dr. John W. Langdale, 
Book Editor of the Methodist Book Concern and one of 
the members of the Federal Council’s Executive Com- 
mittee. The Commission is made up of about twenty-five 
ministers and church leaders, including representation 
from each of the Protestant bodies which have chaplains 
in the service. 

The first meeting of the new commission is to be held 
on May 4, at which time plans will be developed for its 
future study. The Commission is expected to make its 
final report at the next Biennial Meeting of the Council. 


Rauschenbusch Lectures, 1937 


The deep interest in the relationship of Church and 
State, the theme of the world conference at Oxford next 
July, led the committee which is responsible for the an- 
nual lectures on the Walter Rauschenbusch Foundation 
at the Colgate-Rochester Divinity School to make that 
subject the center of attention in the 1937 series. In- 
stead of selecting a single lecturer, the experiment was 
followed of inviting five persons to deal with five dif- 
ferent aspects of the problem and, after their respective 
addresses, to participate in a panel discussion on the 
whole theme. Dr. Henry P. Van Dusen, Professor of 
Systematic Theology at Union Theological Seminary and 
Secretary of the American Advisory Council of the Oxford 
Conference, opened the series by giving an historical 
review of the relations of Church and State, beginning 
with the New Testament period. Professor Robert L. 
Calhoun, of the Yale Divinity School, discussed the theo- 
logical and philosophical aspects of the subject; Professor 
Joseph P. Chamberlain, Columbia University Law School, 
spoke on the mutual relations of Church and State; 
President Henry Sloane Coffin, of Union Theological 
Seminary, discussed Church and State in relation to edu- 
cation; Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert, General Secretary of 
the Federal Council, concluded the series with an address 
on “Points of Tension between Church and State in 
America Today.” 

The lectures are to be published by Harper & Bros. in 
June. 


Honoring Peace Heroes 


In accordance with a custom of several years, Me- 
morial Day is used by the Peace Heroes Memorial So- 
ciety, with headquarters in Cincinnati, as an occasion 
for paying tribute to those who have undergone danger 
and given their lives in connection with service to their 
fellow-men. The graves of persons who have given their 
lives sacrificially for the welfare of their fellows are 
decorated on Memorial Day am ABER exercises 
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are held. Flowers or wreaths are placed on the graves 
of such typical heroes as a policeman, a fireman, a rail- 
roader, a factory worker, a woman who died in child- 
birth and others who have lost their lives in the discharge 
of their peaceful but hazardous duties. This custom, 
which originated in Cincinnati in 1933, is now being 
followed in several other cities on Memorial Day. Those 
who are interested in becoming members of the Society 
may write to Abraham Cronbach, Hebrew Union College, 
Cincinnati, O. 


Women’s Commission Active 

The Women’s Codperating Commission of the Federal 
Council is developing its plans for interesting the women 
of the churches in the purposes and work of the Council. 
On Friday, April 15, a tea for younger women of the New 
York area was held at the home of Mrs. Henry Sloane 
Coffin to consider the significance of the Federal Council 
in the movement for larger Christian unity. 

On April 23 the home of Miss Mary K. Gibson in Phil- 
adelphia was the scene of another tea sponsored by 
the Philadelphia members of the Commission—Miss 
Mary E. Converse, Miss Miriam C. Ristine, Mrs. George 
B. Wood. At that time Dr. Cavert, Secretary of the Fed- 
eral Council, interpreted the work of the various depart- 
ments of the Council to a large group of Philadelphia 
friends. 

On May 10 the Women’s CoGdperating Commission of 
the Federal Council will codperate with three other inter- 
denominational agencies of women in a May luncheon 
to be held at the Hotel Biltmore in New York. The 
speakers will be Dr. Mary Ely Lyman and Dr. Joseph R. 
Sizoo. The May luncheon was originated by the Council 
of Women for Home Missions, which this year has gen- 
erously offered to make it an occasion for the interdenom- 
inational agencies of women to join in a common program. 


To Discuss Church Year 

The spring meeting of the Federal Council’s Commit- 
tee on Worship, which will be held on May 19, under 
the new Chairman, Dr. Oscar T. Olson, minister of the 
Epworth-Euclid Methodist Episcopal Church of Cleve- 
land, will give special attention to the possibility of devel- 
oping a “Church Year” which can be followed by churches 
of all denominations. An outline of a calendar for a church 
year will be presented by Professor Fred Winslow 
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Adams of the Boston University School of Theology and 
there will be a discussion of the values of such a calendar 
in connection with the cultivation of the spirit of worship. 

Another major subject of interest will be the relation of 
music to the worship of the Church. An address on the 
subject will be given by Dr. Robert G. McCutchan, 
Dean of the School of Music at DePauw University and 
Music Editor of the new Methodist Hymnal. 


Film on German Refugees 

More than 2,000 men and women attended the pre- 
miere showing of the sound motion picture, ‘Modern 
Christian German Martyrs,” which was presented on 
April 12 at the Riverside Church, New York, under the — 
auspices of the American Committee for Christian Ger- 
man Refugees. 

Surrounding the film was a simple but effective pro- | 
gram of speaking and singing which added eloquently ~ 
to the tale of suffering and distress told in the motion 
picture by the Honorable James G. McDonald, former ~ 
League of Nations High Commissioner for Refugees from _ 
Germany, and the Rev. Harry Emerson Fosdick of River- 
side Church, Miss Erika Mann, daughter of the self-exiled — 
author, Thomas Mann, described the plight of “non- 
Aryan” women and children—and even those with but 
one-fourth Jewish blood are in that category. Dr. 
Ewart Edmund Turner, pastor of the American Church 
in Berlin from 1930 to 1934, discussed the religious crisis | 
in Germany. Anita Engel, a refugee and former concert 
singer, presented several German folk songs; Dr. Henry 
Smith Leiper, Executive Secretary of the American Sec- 
tion of the Universal Christian Council for Life and 
Work, explained the background of the film. Dr. Robert 
W. Searle, of the Greater New York Federation of 
Churches, presided. 

The film, according to press reports, has aroused a 
storm in the German press, which described the picture 
as a “film of hate.” This it decidedly is not. As Frank 
Ritchie, executive director of the American Committee, 
has explained, it is simply “a frank portrayal of the des- 
perate situation” of refugees and an expression of an 
American desire to help them. 

The film will now be released free of charge to minis- 
ters and other interested groups. Requests for it may be 
sent to the offices of the American Committee for Chris- 
tian German Refugees, 287 Fourth Avenue, New York. 
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Reading Preliminary to the World Confer- 
ence on Church, State, and Society in 
Oxford, England 


Motive and Method in a 
Christian Order 


By Sir Josiah Stamp 


® “Sir Josiah Stamp, one of the world’s greatest authorities 
on economics, has written a challenging and discriminating 
analysis of the problem that confronts the minister who 
speaks in the economic field.”—Social Progress. $2.00 


Shaping the Future 
A Study in World Perspective 


By Basil Mathews 


@ “A vivid, stirring book. .. . Mr. Mathews faces the new 
frontiers of paganism—Nationalism, Communism, a mech- 
anistic civilization, and the new hedonism—with the con- 
viction that they can be met only by a thorough-going 
Christian revolution. . . . A fine, spirited volume, fearless 
and realistic. Student groups will enjoy it.”—Living 
Church. $1.00 


Christian Faith and 
Economic Change 


By Halford E. Luccock 


© “Tt is brilliantly written. The illustrative material is so 
rich that you will ask in despair: ‘Is there anything which 
this man has not read?’ . . . The subject of economics is 
moving so rapidly that those who keep abreast of it are 
so far ahead of the rest of us that they do us little good. 
Professor Luccock closes this gap.”—IJntercollegian and Far 

$2.0 


Horizons. 


The Church and Society 
By F. Ernest Johnson 


© “These pages are pervaded throughout by a vital concern 
for social issues and sane action, and are so replete in in- 
sights and so thoughtful in exposition that one who has 
read the book will want to return to it again and again 
for inspiration and guidance.”—Dr. S. J. Case, Editor 
Journal of Religion. $1.50 


Christ’s Way and the World’s 
In Church, State, and Society 


By Henry Smith Leiper 


© The book is packed with facts but is written in a popular 
and even breezy style. Also, it is a courageous book. The 
pamphlet of questions adds a great deal to the usefulness 
of this book and even the questions are interesting.”— 
Presbyterian Tribune. Cloth, 90 cents; paper, 65 cents 


ALL PRICES LISTED ARE NET, POSTPAID 


At the Better Bookshops 


THE ABINGDON PRESS 
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Northfield Council on Evangelism 


One of the important meetings to be held at North- 
field, Mass., as a part of the centennial observance of the 
birth of Dwight L. Moody is the “Council on Christian 
Evangelism for Our Day,” which is scheduled for June 
21-25. Three or four hundred selected ministers and 
religious workers are to gather for those days to consider 
both the message and methods of evangelism today. 
President John S. Whale, of Cheshunt College, Cam- 
bridge, England, who made such a deep impression as a 
member of the National Preaching Mission last fall, is 
to return especially for this event. Among others who 
are to be the speakers or lead sectional conferences are 
George A. Buttrick, Albert W. Beaven, Jesse M. Bader, 
William Hiram Foulkes, John A. Mackay, Harold Mc- 
Afee Robinson, Oscar F, Blackwelder and John R. Mott. 
The Executive Secretary is Rev. George Irving, 347 
Madison Avenue, New York, from whom fuller informa- 
tion can be secured. 

On the-afternoon of June 22, at East Northfield, 
Mass., the Federal Council’s Department of Evangelism 
will hold an important meeting. The initial meeting of 
the Department under the chairmanship of Dr. George 
A. Buttrick was held in New York on February 24. 


Bulletins on Worship 


Professor Norman E. Richardson, Presbyterian Theo- 
logical Seminary, Chicago, has recently issued two book- 
lets, one entitled “The Minister as Administrator of 
Public Worship,” and the other “The Use of Music in 
Public Worship.” In the preparation of both of these 
bulletins the Federal Council’s Committee on Worship 
codperated by furnishing Professor Richardson with a 
list of ministers in the various denominations known to 
be especially interested in improving the quality of wor- 
ship. The main part of the first bulletin consists of a 
series of important test questions by which the minister 
can appraise his own ability as a leader of public wor- 
ship. This check-list has been found exceedingly help- 
ful by many ministers in their study of worship. 

The other bulletin contains a similar series of test 
questions designed to enable ministers and directors of 
music to study and appraise the musical program in its 
relation to the work of the church. 

Each of these booklets can be had at 10 cents each, 
$1.00 per dozen, from the author, Presbyterian Theo- 
logical Seminary, Chicago. 
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NEWS OF STATE AND LOCAL COOPERATION 


New York Assumes 
Responsibility for Chaplains 

Acting upon the definite request and 
invitation of Mayor LaGuardia, the Greater 
New York Federation of Churches has 
accepted an important responsibility for 
the appointment of Protestant chaplains in 
all city institutions. In accordance with 
the Mayor’s proposal, the Federation of 
Churches designates a representative to sit 
on a board which is to make final recom- 
mendations to the Mayor. The new plan 
is expected to put the chaplains in the 
municipal institutions upon a more effec- 
tive basis and to relate their work more 
closely to the churches. The Mayor of the 
city expressed his gratification that the 
Protestant bodies of the city had a central 
agency through which this task could be 
handled cooperatively, since he felt that it 
would be impossible for him to deal sepa- 
rately with all of the different denomina- 
tions of the city. 


New Councils of Churches 


One of the indirect outcomes of the 
National Preaching Mission has been a 
pronounced stimulus to interchurch co- 
operation. The demonstration which the 
Preaching Mission gave of the values of 


united action has created a fresh interest 
in putting coOperation upon a permanent 
basis. 

One of the new councils of churches 
which has come into being through the 
impetus given by the Preaching Mission 
is in Quincy, Illinois. The Quincy Church 
Council was officially organized last month 
with Rev. L. B. Hazzard as_ president. 
Several existing organizations, including the 
Ministerial Association, the Council of Re- 
ligious Education, the Christian Youth 
Council and the Women’s Missionary 
Union, are to be related to the new organ- 
ization as important commissions and are 
to be officially represented upon its execu- 
tive committee. Committees on evangelism 
and social action are also to be named. 
Mr. E. V. Moorman, a prominent business 
man of the city, is to be an advisory 
member because of his connection with the 
Laymen’s Committee, created by the Fed- 
eral Council of the Churches of Christ in 
America as a sponsoring body for the 
National Preaching Mission. The most 
important new task of the Church Coun- 
cil is to make preparations for the Tri- 
State Preaching Mission which is to be 
held in Quincy next fall. 

Another new interdenominational organ- 
ization is the Council of Protestant 


Churches of West Hudson, New Jersey, | 
also created under the influence of the 
National Preaching Mission. Eight church- 
es comprise the membership of the Coun- 
cil, each of them being represented upon. 
it by the pastor and four delegates, one of 
whom is to be a woman. Seven commis- 
sions have already been created, all func- 
tioning under enthusiastic volunteer lead- 
ership, dealing with evangelism, Christian 
education, social service, young people’s 
activities, publicity, music and finance. The 
Council lost no time in setting to work, © 
its first important service being that of 
organizing a series of noonday meetings © 
during Holy Week, and a united Good 
Friday service. A mimeographed bulletin, 
known as The Council Messenger has be- 
gun to make its appearance monthly. 


Portland Conducts 
United Men’s Forum 


A distinctive method of dealing with 
civic affairs which are of concern to the 
churches has been developed by the Port- 
land (Oregon) Council of Churches, of 
which Rev. E. C. Farnham is executive 
secretary, through the creation of “The 
Church Men’s Forum of Portland,” com- 
posed exclusively of laymen who desire to 
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BOOKS FOR THESE TIMES 


Church and State on 
the European 


Continent 
By Adolf Keller 


Dr. Keller, who is liaison official be- 
tween the Federal Council and the 
Protestant Churches of Europe, gives 
_ brief summaries of the evolution of 
state-church problems in every nation 
of Europe, with particular considera- 
tion of the current struggle in Ger- 
many. The First Oxford Conference 
book. $2.50 


Towards the Christian 


Revolution 
Edited by R. B. Y. Scott 
and Gregory Vlastos 


Nine Canadian scholars find in the 
principles of Christianity justification 
for a revolutionary ethic more power- 
ful than any yet put forward for so- 
cial and economic change. A _ chal- 
lenge to the churches to live their 
convictions. $2.00 


A Theology for 


Christian Missions 
By Hugh Vernon White 


A Religious Book Club selection. Says 
Charles Clayton Morrison: “Dr. White 
calls himself, frankly, a liberal. But 
you do not need to read a dozen 
pages to be assured that he is a 
Christian. He holds that there is a 
best religion, and that it is Chris- 
tianity.” $2.00 


A Reasonable Faith 
By Russell M. Clinchy 


“A new and luminous approach to a 
creative faith,” says Gaius Glenn At- 
kins of this book, which is addressed 
to the countless men and women who, 
in this confused and modern world, 
are seeking the basis for fresh and 
vital belief. $1.00 


The Business Admin- 


istration of a Church 


Minister's Professional Library 
By Robert Cashman 


Mr. Cashman, who is Business Man- 
ager of Chicago Theological Seminary, 
and instructor in church management, 
tells pastors the secrets of success in 
this field, in which many ministers 
fail. Mr. Pastor, this is YOUR 
book. $1.50 


WILLETT, CLARK & CO. 
Chicago and New York 
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discuss current affairs in the light of 
Christian convictions. The Forum has 
undertaken a campaign which resulted 
in the reversal of the attitude of the 
City Council toward a new anti-gambling 
measure. The movement was carried be- 
yond the limits of the city by giving 
vigorous support to two anti-gambling 
bills in the state legislature, both of 
which were adopted. These victories are 
now threatened by a popular referen- 
dum, the results of which are not yet 
known, but at least the burden of further 
action has been placed upon the gambling 
forces. The main result achieved by the 
new legislation has to do with action 
against slot-machines and other mechanical 
devices for gambling. If the people of the 
state sustain these accomplishments the 
Church Men’s Forum expects to make an 
effort for the elimination of pari-mutuel 
gambling. 

The Continuation Committee of the 
Portland Preaching Mission, after four 
months of reflection on the implications of 
the preaching mission, has issued a report 
which urges the churches of the city to 
concentrate upon certain objectives as a 
means of building on the foundations 
which the preaching mission has laid. 
These recommendations include several far- 
reaching proposals. Among them are ‘‘the 
readjustment of the physical equipment 
whereby overlapping and  un-needed 
churches can be re-located or merged un- 
der a larger parish plan”; “the study of 
the wider application of Christianity to 
problems of contemporary life’; a fresh 
effort to enlist the interest of young people 
in the church and more rapid progress 
“toward a working Christian unity.” 


Ohio Council Mobilizes Against 
State Aid to Private Schools 


The Ohio Council of Churches, under 
the leadership of Rev. B. F. Lamb, gen- 
eral secretary, has devoted its energy dur- 
ing the last several months to mobilizing 
successfully all the forces that are opposed 
to the proposed legislation which would 
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grant state funds for the support of private 
and parochial schools. The Council has 
vigorously asserted that such a plan, which 
has strong support from Roman Catholics, 
would violate the principle of separation 
of church and state. Four different bills 
were introduced into the Ohio Legislature 
this session which would in some form 
support parochial schools with public 
money. The most serious legislative pro- 
posal was that which would provide for an 
appropriation of $3,500,000 to be paid to 
the parents of children attending parochial 
schools, on the basis of from ten to fifteen 
cents per day per pupil. 

In defining its attitude, a statement sent 
by the Ohio Council of Churches to all of 
the Protestant congregations of the state, 
said: 

“Qur opposition to these efforts is not 
based in any way upon religious differ- 
ences. Nor are we in any way denying the 
absolute right of the group to maintain 
their own private schools. Neither do we 
deny the fundamental right of the parents 
of children throughout the State to decide 
to which they wish to send their children. 

“We believe that it is counter to our 
ideal of freedom to tax Jewish, Protestant,. 
or non-church people, for the support of 
one group of sectarian schools. To say 
that under the free system, as it now oper- 
ates, the group supporting its own pa- 
rochial schools, which are organized for 
the purpose of extending a particular in- 
terpretation of religion, is doubly taxed, is 
most inaccurate. Thousands of members 
of that particular branch send their chil- 
dren to the public schools. Thousands are 
on the payroll of the public schools, to an 
equal proportion of the citizenry. If the 
others desire to maintain schools, they are 
at liberty. . . . We urge all of our people 
to cherish and cultivate the truest spirit of 
good will and neighborliness. Our posi- 


tion is not an attack upon any group of 
people, nor upon any established inter- 
pretation of religion. We plead solely for 
a continuance of that principle of a free 
church in a free state, which has proven 
for more than one hundred years to be the 
best for American democracy.” 
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April Choice of the 
Religious Book Club 


The 
Recovery 
of Ideals 


by 
Georgia Harkness 


The main purpose of this book 
is to suggest the outlines of a 
constructive philosophy of 
life. It recognizes that the most 
serious aspect of current af- 
fairs is the depression in mo- 
rale and indicates an original 
method of halting this depres- 
sion and stimulating a dy- 
namic idealism. A book for 
young people, teachers and 
pastors, $2.00 


The Philosophy 
of Religion 


by Emil Brunner 


New Volume in the Interna- 
tional Library of Christian 
Knowledge 


The first systemic exposition 
in English of the philosophy 
underlying the ‘Theology of 
Crisis.” $2.25 


The Beginnings 
of the Christian 
Church | 


by Hans Lietzmann 


"First rate—-marks oan ad- 
vance in the subject,” writes 
Dr. James Moffatt of this re- 
examination and re-interpre- 
tation of the formative period 
of the Christian church. 
$4.00 


at all bookstores 
CHARLES SCRIBNERS’ SONS 


Detroit’s Spiritual 
Emphasis During Lent 


Under the general heading “On Pilgrim- 
age to Easter,” the Detroit Council of 
Churches has again carried through an 
extraordinary program of evangelism and 
spiritual emphasis during the Lenten per- 
iod. Thirty-three meetings were held on 
the weekdays of Lent at noon at the La- 
fayette Theatre. The attendance at these 
meetings averaged more than one thousand. 
The offerings from the meetings more than 
defrayed all the expenses involved. Nearly 
fifteen thousand copies of the Fellowship 
of Prayer were distributed in connection 
with the meetings. Each of the programs 
was broadcast over station WWJ. Some 
indication of the size of the unseen audi- 
ence thus reached is given in the fact that 
nearly five thousand letters were received 
from appreciative listeners commenting 
upon the program, many of them asking 
for copies of the Fellowship of Prayer or 
a little booklet for Holy Week entitled 
“His Last Week.” Five hundred and 
forty-four different cities or communities 
in six states and Ontario were thus heard 
from. On Good Friday in addition to the 
services held in churches, 138 in number, 
there were nineteen united theatre services. 
The Good Friday services in the Fox 
Theatre, Michigan’s largest playhouse, 
drew an audience of five thousand persons. 
A new feature was added to the Lenten 
program this year when one week was 
designated as “Laymen’s Week” and five 
distinguished business and professional men 
delivered the messages. 

A very different type of service rendered 
by the Detroit Council is indicated by the 
preparation of “A Brief Statement Con- 
cerning Wages in the Automobile Indus- 
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try.” This was circulated under the aus- 
pices of the Public Affairs Department, not 
as an official declaration but as a bulletin 
of information on a question in which 
many people were interested. 


Cleveland Elects O. M. Walton 


The Cleveland (Ohio) Church Federa- 
tion has filled the vacancy created in the 
executive leadership through the resigna- 
tion of Rev. Don D. Tullis, by electing ~ 
Rev. O. M. Walton to the position. Mr. 
Walton became associate secretary of the 
Cleveland Federation last November fol- 
lowing four years of service as church 
editor of the Cleveland Plain Dealer. 
Prior to that he had been from 1929 to 
1932 director of religious education for the 
Federation. He has also had experience 
in the work of the Young Men’s Christian 
Association and as a Methodist Episcopal 
minister. The Cleveland churches look 
forward to a period of advance under Mr. 
Walton’s vigorous leadership. He assumed 
his new duties on April first. 


Michigan Elects Stanley Kendig 


The Michigan Council of Churches and 
Christian Education, which was brought 
into being last fall by the merger of the 
State Council of Churches and the State 
Council of Religious Education, has elected 
as its first secretary R. Stanley Kendig of 
Philadelphia. For the past nine years Mr. 
Kendig has been director of leadership 
training for the Pennsylvania State Sab- 
bath School Association. He brings to his 
new work special qualifications in the field 
of religious education and has the progres- 
sive outlook of youth. Mr. Kendig as- 
sumed the responsibilities of the Michigan 
post on April 16. 
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From the 
HARPER Spring List 


WILLIAM ERNEST 
HOCKING 
Thoughts on Death and 
Life 
Dr. Hocking of Harvard gives here 
reasoned answers to man’s ulti- 
mate questions: What is the mean- 


ing of lifeP What is the meaning 
of death? $2.00 


WALTER RUSSELL 


BOWIE 
Great Men of the Bible 


A volume of living sermons on 
biblical characters, by the Rector 
of Grace Church, New York 

City. $1.50 


A. EUSTACE 
HAY DON 


Man’s Search for the 
Good Life 


A challenging discussion of what 
religions, as understood through 
the findings of the social sciences, 
can do toward making the good 
life on earth a reality. $2.50 


E. McNEILL 
POTEAT, Jr. 
The Social Manifesto 
of Jesus 


An unusual interpretation of the 
Lord’s Prayer, bringing to light the 
social implications with which it 
teems. $2.00 


W. A. VISSER 
*t HOOFT 
“None Other Gods” 


A vigorous statement of what it 
means to be a Christian today, and 
the response Christianity must 
make if it is to remain a vital 
force. $1.50 


LUTHER A. WEIGLE 
We are Able 


The Fifty-first Book in Harper’s 
Pulpit Series, by the Dean of the 
Yale Divinity School. Ten ser- 
mons, cloth bound. $1.00 


HARPER & BROTHERS 
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Among the Best New Books 


The Fate of the Family in 
the Modern World 


By Artuur E. Horr 
Willett, Clark & Co. $2.00 


Professor Holt, of Chicago, notes three 
main types of persisting family pat- 
terns; Oriental marriage, which has chief 
regard for the totalitarian race; conven- 
tional European marriage with its em- 
phasis on class loyalties; and the romantic 
marriage of democratic countries with its 
emphasis on the emotional satisfactions of 
the individuals. 

The author finds that there is a menace 
of individualism. The ideal of romantic 
adventure, taken by itself, is not an ade- 
quate basis. While the emotional experi- 
ence of the individual in marriage is im- 
portant, it needs a setting in the larger 
total experience of a family life. The 
family has been betrayed further by an 
economic individualism which fails to see 
that the true goal of production and dis- 
tribution is the provision of an adequate 
basis of family welfare for all families. 

The Church has an important function 
in the strengthening of family life in that 


it provides for the family a goal larger 
than the experience of any individual fam- 
ily and gives its members, for the crises of 
their lives, a moral strength to endure and 
to persist toward a higher goal. The fact 
also that the Church provides around the 
little family a larger group of people of 
goodwill is a social asset for family better- 
ment which has not been fully appreciated. 
The author believes that the family is a 
natural group for worship and for the 
cultivation of the idealistic side of life. 
The Church, in promoting family life, is 
performing a part of its normal function. 


L.F.W. 


Anti-Semitism Yesterday and 
Tomorrow 


By Rassr Lee J. Levincer 


Macmillan Co. $2.50 


Rabbi Levinger finds that “when we go 
over the history of the Jews, we shall 
notice that the greatest outbreaks occur 
regularly at times of tension in society. 
In our own day, for example, the terrific 
anti-Semitism of the National Socialist 
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revolution in Germany was a product of 
the economic depression and the political 
repression by the Treaty of Versailles, with 
the resulting need of the German people 
to find a scapegoat for their miseries.” 
The source of anti-Semitism and of most 
prejudices in the world is ‘“‘first, an under- 
lying suspicion of the people who are 
different from ourselves; second, a moment 
of such deep unhappiness that we must 
find an enemy on which to visit our 
wrongs.” 

The author gives the sad history of 
Jewish persecution during the centuries 
and in many lands. As for America, it 


oe 
Independent 


has finally taken root here and is gaining 
strength. The myth of a Jewish “world 
conspiracy” is prevalent. Forged docu- 
ments are used and we appear to be on 
the way even to something like pogroms. 

The faults assigned to the Jews are 
shown to be often contradictory. “They 
are both communists and capitalists; they 
are clannish, prone to segregation, yet ob- 
trusive and fond of pushing themselves 
where they are not wanted; they are 
criminals by nature and, admit some anti- 
Semites, they show an exceptional purity 
of family life. The fact is that these and 
other characterizations apply to some 
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Jews, even to many, but that none of 
them can properly be applied as national 
characteristics to the Jews or any other 
people.”’ 

As the causes of anti-Semitism and of 
all race hatred lie in environment, and 
particularly in the fact that mankind has 
not yet learned to be fair toward minority 
groups, they can be cured. “If propaganda 
is such a tremendous influence in building . 
up anti-Semitism, it is only reasonable to 
suppose that counter-propaganda will have 
comparable results.” 

This story ought to be far better known 
than it is among Christians. Co SM: 


Peace or War: The American 
Struggle 


By Merte Cuxti 
W. W. Norton, New York. $3.00 


The current debate over keeping America — 
out of the next war gives great timeliness © 
to this study by a professor of history at 
Smith College. It is the first time that 
an historian has told the full story of the — 
struggle against war in America over a 
period of three centuries. It is both an — 
informing and a stirring record. It shows 
the strength of the economic forces which 
have made for war and which have been 
but little understood. It shows the con- 
tempt that has been poured upon the most 
heroic friends of peace. 

The consistent witness of the Quakers, 
the protests against war by great figures 
like Roger Williams, the influence of other 
religious leaders and humanitarians at dif- 
ferent periods, the organization of the first 
peace society in 1814, the set-backs caused 
by the Civil War and the Spanish War, 
the trends toward imperialistic policies and 
the opposition to them, the rise of the 
present-day agencies for international un- 
derstanding, the struggle for neutrality in 
the World War, and the new peace cru- 
sade since its close are all portrayed. Full 
credit is given to the work of the churches, 
and there are several appreciative refer- 
ences to the Federal Council. 
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Just Published! 


GOD 
By Walter Horton 


The third book of the Hazen series on Religion 
discusses the universal quest which underlies all 
religions—and atheism and sectarianism as well. 
Chapters include “The Christian Idea of God,” 
“Reasons for Believing in God,” and “Living in 
Accord with the Will of God.” 


64 pages, boards, $ .50 


OUR CHANGING CHURCHES 
By Joseph Van Vleck, Jr. 


Deals with a very present problem of the Pro- 
testant Church in America—the prevailing rift 
between historical creed and actual behavior 
pattern. Concludes with the challenging sum- 
mary of the demands of youth concerning church 
function, social activities, and attendance and 
loyalty of young people. Cloth, $2.25 
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Committee exists to combat tirely on voluntary  con- 
Cancer by spreading useful tributions for support. You 
knowledge. It supplies free can help its important work 
information about THE by buying Committee labels. 
DANGER SIGNALS OF The dollar you contribute 
CANCER; PROPER METH- will be spent on carrying 
ODS OF TREATMENT; out the Committee’s work. 
HOSPITALS AND CLINICS The labels, used on your 
WHERE CANCER TREAT- packages, will inform others 
MENT CAN BE SECURED. of it. 


Join Us in this Vital Work 
Send Your Dollar Today! 


NEW YORK CITY CANCER COMMITTEE 


See VATE wen EDLSimeCOUPON2_. 2.02ses5s.5ce 
New York City Cancer Committee 

150 E. 83rd Street, N. Y. C. Telephone: RHinelander 4-0435 
© For the $1 attached, send me 10 labels and 1 year’s subseription 
to the Committee’s new publication, “The Quarterly Review.” 
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If a resident outside New York City, write: American Society for 
the Control of Cancer, New York. 
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RULE OF THE ROAD 


By Anne Byrd Payson 


® This book grows directly, and almost inevitably, out of 
the responses to Mrs. Payson’s unusual book, J Follow 
the Road. It dramatically describes the experiences of 
some of those who through the reading of that book are 
themselves trying to develop Christ-centered lives. 


$1.50 
LIVING RELIGION 


By Hornell Hart 


@ “A deep and very real manual of devotion, and at the 
same time a very practical manual for Christian living 
in a world of difficult problems and _ relationships.”— 
Advance. 


FAIREST LORD JESUS 


By J. V. Moldenhawer 


® “The author is equally at home in the fields of Biblical 
scholarship and of general literature. He writes with 
keen discrimination out of a full mind and a warm heart. 
He does not trim, nor does he sidestep an issue. No one 
can read these chapters without detecting the note of 
reality in every sentence.’—Dr. Charles E. Diehl, Presi- 
dent of Southwestern College, Memphis, Tennessee. 


$1.75 
THE ART OF LIVING 


By Norman Vincent Peale 


® This book, by a well known radio preacher, presents a 
simple, workable technique of personal power. Impres- 
sive incidents are cited of people who have tried this 
method and have healed inner conflicts, escaped from 
worry and fear, relieved stress and tension and con- 
quered moral defect, $1.00 


GERMANY’S NEW RELIGION 


The German Faith Movement 


By Wilhelm Hauer, Karl Heim and Karl Adam 
Translated by T. S. K. Scott-Craig and R. E. Davies 


® “Tt should be read by all who are concerned over 
the future of religion not only in Germany but all over 
the world. For what has happened in Germany can 
happen here, too.”—Pulpit Digest. $1.50 


THE LOCAL CHURCH 


Its Purpose and Program 
By Albert W. Beaven 


® A manual of suggestions for ministers, church officers and 
workers, and lay leaders in various departments. It will 
prove particularly useful for lay leadership groups, among 

young people, in local churches and in summer schools. 
$1 25 


All prices indicated are net, postpaid 


At the Better Bookshops 


THE ABINGDON PRESS 


NEW YORK CINCINNATI CHICAGO 
Boston Pittsburgh San Francisco 
Detroit Kansas City Portland, Ore. 


As you face 


life’s sunset... 


You 


FACE OLD AGE 
WITHOUT FEAR 
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WHEN YOU ARE PROTECTED BY ANNUITY | | 
AGREEMENTS of the AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


The booklet “A Grrr TuHat Lives” ex- 

plains the plan and tells you how you 

may help both yourself and a worthy 
cause. 


Let us tell you how you may have Security in Old Age . . . Freedom 
from Worry ...a Steady Income . .. Permanent Satisfaction . . . 


through the annuity plan of the American Bible Society. 


For nearly ninety years the Society’s checks have always been sent 
when due ... helping to bring security in spite of disturbing and per-— 
plexing world conditions. A check every six months! That would 


mean much to you! 


In addition there is the fine satisfaction of sharing in the work of 
making the Bible more widely available throughout the world. 


7 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
Bible House, New York 


Please send me without obligation, your booklet FC-10 entitled “A Gift That Lives.” i 


Name... anes a eda Matha) Me eet are 2 ate oa Seine lS 
Address - ! pees ¥3 _.. Denomination 
City State 


